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Part-1 Santosh Yadav

Answer the following questions:

Q1. When did she leave home for Delhi and why?

Ans. The societal rules required a girl to get married at the age of sixteen. Santosh, however,was not
willing to be forced into marriage and insisted that she would never get married if she did not acquire
proper education. In protest, she went off to Delhi and enrolled herself in a school there.

Q2. How did Santosh begin to climb mountains?

Ans. Her hostel room at Maharani College faced the Aravalli Hills. She would watch the villagers going up
the hill and suddenly vanishing. She was so curious that she decided to check it out for herself. There
were only mountaineers that day, and she requested to join them. Pleasantly surprised with their consent,
Santosh made her first step up a mountain.

Q3. What incidents during the Everest expedition show Santosh's concern for her team-mates?

Ans. In the year 1992, during the Everest mission, Santosh provided special care to a climber who lay
dying at the South Col. She could not revive him though. However, she managed to save another climber,
Mohan Singh, who would have met with the same fate had she not shared her oxygen with him. Santosh
was very empathetic towards her co-climbers.

Q4. Was Santosh happy as her name suggested?

Ans. The name Santosh was given to the little girl because everyone was very happy and contented when
a girl was born after the five boys. But Santosh was not very content because she could not adhere to the
traditional and restricted lifestyle that was expected from a girl-child.

Q5. Give a pen-picture of Santosh Yadav.

Ans. Santosh was a strong-headed girl who was born as the sixth child in an affluent family in a small
village in Haryana. She began to live her life on her own terms from a very early age. When she turned
sixteen, her parents pressurised her to get married, but she threatened her parents that she would never
marry if she did not get a proper education. She eventually left home and got herself enrolled in a school
at Delhi. Eventually, they agreed to finance her schooling in Delhi. Her strong will-power and passion for
excellence enabled her to become the youngest woman to scale Mt. Everest twice. She is an embodiment
of all the qualities of an ideal woman and a good human being.



Part-2 Maria Sharapova

Q1. "Maria Sharapova cannot be pigeon-holed or categorised". Explain

Ans. Maria Sharapova was a little girl who was not born with a silver spoon in her mouth. It was her grit
and determination that helped her climb the ladder of success. She was fond of reading, singing, dancing
and wearing sophisticated gowns on one hand and on the other, she loved pancakes with chocolate
spread and fizzy orange drink. It was her talent and sacrifice that lifted her to the top of the world.
Therefore, she cannot be categorised into any particular group or class of people. She was one of a kind.

Q2. How did Maria's co-trainees at the tennis academy trouble her? How did Maria cope with this?

Ans. Maria's co-trainees at the tennis academy were much older than her and would return at the room at
around 11 pm,when Maria was already asleep. They were so inconsiderate that they woke up Maria and
made her tidy up the room. Maria coped with this trouble by not allowing it to depress her. Instead, she
strengthened her determination and mental toughness.

Q3. Why does Maria call tennis a business and a sport?

Ans. Tennis is a competitive sport like any other and requires the player to display stamina, nerve,
determination, planning and strategizing. It is also a business because it is played professionally for
money. Tennis tournaments involve millions of pounds being spent on sponsorship and prize money.
Tennis generates a lot of business for media, drinks. clothes and sports companies too.

Q4. Give the character sketch of Maria Sharapova.

Ans. Maria Sharapova was born on 19 April 1987 to Yuri and Yelena in Russia. She was very fond of
playing the game of tennis, and her rapid ascent in a fiercely competitive world began at a very young age
with a level of sacrifice that few children would be prepared to endure at that age. She was taken to the
United States by her father to enable her reach her chosen goal. Separation from her mother was not easy
for the little girl, who understood that life was not a bed of roses. She had to overcome a lot of difficulties
and make many sacrifices during her journey, which she did, without losing her sell- confidence and focus.
This young girl conquered the world of tennis at the young age of eighteen and was crowned world No.1.
Maria is yet another example to show to the world, that every step backward is an assurance of two steps
forward on the road that leads to success.


